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To THE 


GENTLEMEN 


OF THE 


Sr. GEORGE's SOUTHWARK VOLUNTEERS, 


AND OF THE 


SOUTHWARK VOLUNTEER CAVALRY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


"TV only apology which TI ſhall offer to the public for 

the appearance of the following ſermon, is your unan- 
imous requeſt that it might be printed; a circumſtance 
ſo little expected, on my part, that, previous to its delivery, 
I had no notes, nor any written plan, even for my own pri- 
vate direction. u 


I am ſincere in acknowledging, that it did not then, nor 
does it now, appear to me deſerving that degree of appro- 
bation, which you were pleaſed to expreſs when you heard 
it; and had not your intention of ſoliciting its publication 
been ſpeedily intimated, a few days would have conſigned 


it to oblivion. h 
It 


IV ' 


It is not to be expected that an extemporary preacher can 
preſent to the world a ſermon, in the exact words in which 
it was delivered. As, however, the occaſion which ſum- 
moned me to preach before you was particular and impor- 
tant, it occupied a few more hours than uſually fall to the 
lot of my ordinary diſcourſes; and though I cannot vouch 
for every word, I dare pledge myſelf for the whole of the 
plan, and for very much of the expreſſion. You will, I 
have no doubt, be able to recogniſe it in all its particulars. 


May the ſentiments which this humble effort was intend- 
ed to inſpire, influence all your meaſures, and temper all 


your exertions;—may the ſweet and harmonious voice of 


peace ſoon invite you to reſign your arms; - may your mar- 
tial array give place to commercial ſplendor;—above all, 
may the goſpel of the PRINCE or PEACE be ever in your 
eſtimation, as it is in reality, the LRV and DEFENCE of 


the Britiſh nation. I am, 


Gentlemen, 


your faithful 


and obedient ſervant, 


W. MANN. 


U 


SERMON. 


PSALM u.—verſe 11. 
REJOICE WITH TREMBLING. 
2 


NE of the moſt viſible and prevailing infirmities in the conſtitution 

of man, is that fluQuating temper of mind, by which he is almoſt 

continually paſſing and repaſſing from one extreme to another. Some- 

times exulting with the moſt immoderate joy, and at other times finking 

into a ſtate of almoſt hopeleſs deſpondency; now deprefſed by the moſt - 

abject fears, and then ſuddenly elevated with the brighteſt proſpects of 
ſucceſs, we ſcarcely ever behold him the ſame perſon. 


This mutability of temper is not merely the infirmity of a few indi- 
viduals among us; it is the common frailty of man. Nothing will 
more fully corroborate the truth of the obſervation, than a candid re- 
llection on the ſtate of the public mind, during thoſe late unhappy years 
in which the nations of the world have been involved in the calamities 
of war. What alternate fears and hopes have agitated our feelings? 


What a variety of different ſenſations have we experienced? We have 
B been 
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been called to mourn; and we have been called to rejoice. We have 
wept like Hezekiah; and we have exulted like Deborah. Our national 
pride has been humbled; and again we have been exalted with honor. 
We have been alarmed by the threats of an inſulting foe; and we have 
triumphed on the ruin of thoſe ſchemes which excited our alarm. 


We all recolle& the period, when the voice of alarm ſounded from 
ſhore to ſhore of this happy iſland, ſpread through every part of the 
Britiſh dominions, and appalled the hearts of the ſtouteſt among us. All 
faces were beginning to gather blackneſs; the language of fear and in- 
timidation dropped from every tongue; public confidence was ſhaken; 
the conſternation which prevailed was univerſal, and pervaded all ranks 
of men; mutiny, ſedition, and inſurrection, invaſion, and rebellion, 


threatened us with all their accumulated horrors! 


How different is the period which we have lived to behold? How 
different is the occaſion which now calls us into the houſe of the Lord? 


And how different are the feelings which gladden 9g 
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the changes and revolutions —_ 4 


hearts, 1 in the re- 


of the nation, we cannot but lament that revolution in the public mind, 
which is ſometimes occaſioned by the moſt trifling circumſtances of 
proſperity or adverſity; that want of firmneſs; that inconſtancy and 


verſatility of temper, which are ſo viſible among us, and which fre- 
quently prove a ſource both of perſonal inquietude, and national in- 
CONVENIENCE, 


It 


6-87 
It was a reflection of this kind which ſuggeſted the propriety of a- 
dopting ſuch a plan of diſcourſe, as might have a tendency to moderate 
both our hopes and our fears, both our joys and our ſorrows, and teach 


us to meet every viciſſitude, and every event, with manly fortitude and 
chriſttan dignity, 


While revolving in my mind in what manner I ſhould addreſs you, 
my thoughts were alternately occupied by two paſſages of ſcripture; and 
it was ſome time before I was able to fix on either of them. The firſt 
was that well known caution of Saint Paul to the Philippians, © Let your 
moderation be known unto all men; the Lord is at hand.“ The other 
was the ſhort fentence which I have read as my text, Rejoice with 
trembling.” Neither of theſe paſſages, I apprehend, are remote from 
the ſubjett of the day; nor ſhall I, in the preſent diſcourſe, loſe ſight of 
either of them. 


The apoſtle of the gentiles not only tolerates our joy, as decent and 
reaſonable; but commands it, as that which God requires; and com- 


mends it, as the privilege of believers « RejoicenntheSord always, and 


again I ſay rejoice.” But immediately he adds, - Let your mgderatjone> . N 


be known unto all men; the Lord is at hand.“ As if he had ſaid, + Fuch 
are the viciſſitudes of all human events, that neither your joys nor your 
ſorrows can be of any long continuance. Therefore, let them that ſor- 
row be as though they ſorrowed not, and them that rejoice as though 
they rejoiced not; for the Lord is at hand quickly to change the ſcene.” 
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In the context of the paſſage more immediately before us, the Pſalmiſt 
calls upon the kings and judges of the earth to attemper the joy of their 
victories and ſucceſſes with wiſdom and fear; to reverence the name 
of the Lord, who does whatſoever he pleaſes in the armies of the hoſt 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and to put their con- 
fidence in him rather than in an arm of fleſh. And had it been my lot 
this day to have addreſſed his Majeſty, ſurrounded by his nobles and 
the judges of the nation, I could not have done it in language more ap- 
propriate than that which the pious author of this pſalm puts into my 
mouth. Be wile, therefore, O ye kings; be inſtructed, ye judges of 
the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiſs 
the ſon, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little. Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him.“ 


You will obſerve that, in the text, our joy is both authorized and com- 
manded; at the ſame time it muſt be mixed with fear. 4 Rejoice with 
trembling.” In diſcourſing, therefore, on the words, I ſhall, 


In the riRxs r place, point out the reaſons which invite vs to rejoice, 
and juſtiſy our preſent appearance in the houſe of our God. 


In the s:conD place, I ſhall ſhew, that joy mixed with fear is that 
proper temper, which in all circumſtances it becomes us to cultivate, 


and which is at all times moſt acceptable to God. 


Among the many reaſons of joy which might be enumerated, the 


following ſeem to claim our attention ;—our national advantages and 
civil 


68s] 
civil liberties; our religious privileges and ſpiritual bleſſings ;=the 
honorable and happy exemption which we have hitherto experienced 
from the horrors of an almoſt univerſal war; and the victories and ſuc- 
ceſſes which have lately crowned our naval expeditions. 


On theſe topics I ſhall dhe pln for two reaſons. Firſt, becauſe 
they are common place ſubjeQts, which are almoſt continually agitated, 
and which have been managed with abilities far ſuperior tothoſe which 
I poſſeſs. Secondly, and principally, becauſe a full diſcuſſion of them 
would lead me into a political firain, which I am deſirous of avoiding. 
do not underſtand, I do not profeſs to underſtand, the politics of the 
nation ;. they are not within my province; my kingdom is not of this 
world: it is not as a politician, but as a divine, that I addreſs you; and + I 
I would willingly not only give no offence to\any party, but edify all 
parties, by the mention of thoſe things which allmuſt mutually ac. 
knowledge. I ſhall, however, juſt touch on each of theſe particulars, 


I begin with thoſe things which are moſt general, our national advan- 
tages, which we have ſo long enjoyed, and which have been ſecured to 
us by ſuch a train of providences, as on proper reflection, cannot fail 
gratefully to impreſs our minds. 


That we do enjoy great national advantages, advantages which per- 
haps no other nation under heaven does enjoy, 1s a poſition which, I 
apprehend, none will venture to deny. Our national wealth and proſ- 
perity, the flouriſhing fituation of our trade and commerce, the degree 
of civil liberty which is enjoyed by all orders and deſcriptions of men 
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among us, and the peace and happineſs of individuals, each ſitting un- 
der his own vine, and under his own fig-tree, none daring to make him 
afraid, demonſtrate the fact, beyond the power of any reaſonable con- 


tradiction. And ſhould there be found among us any, who, diſſatisfied 


with that portion which providence has allotted them at home, are de- 
firous of tranſplanting themſelves into ſome diſtant clime, which they 
have imagined will yield them ſuperior advantages, the experiment they 
wiſh to make, would, I am perſuaded, convince them'of their miſtake, 
and of the unreaſonableneſs of that diſcontent, which is the only real 
bar to their preſent happineſs. Many have made the experiment, and 
have diſcovered their error, when repentance could not avail them ; 
while, on the other hand, ſtrangers who have come to reſide among 
vs, aſtoniſhed at the proſperity and ſplendor they every where behold, 
are conſtrained to confeſs, with the queen of Sheba, that the half jhad 


not been told them. 


Surely we ſhall not preſume today, that it is our own arm which has 
r own power which ſecures to us 
among thoſe good and perfect 


gotten us theſe things, or that it is | 
the enjoyment of them. No: they a 
gifts which come down from above, fiom the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variableneſs nor ſhadowof turning; who cauſes his 


ſun to ſhine upon the evil and upon the good, and ſends rain upon the 
juſt and upon the unjuſt. Nay I am perſuaded there are individuals in 


this congregation, who might preſent themſelves and their offerings this 
day before the Lord, in the ſpirit and language of good old Jacob, who 
paſted over Jordan with only his ſtaff in his hand, and returned back with 


flocks and herds innumerable, acknowledging himſelf unworthy of the 
"© | | | leaſt 


leaſt of the mercies which he had received. O Nord God of m fa» 
ther Abraham, and God of m 
the leaſt of all the merc ies, and of all the truth, which 
unto thy ſervant ; for with my ſtaff Npaſſed over this Jordan; and now 


I am become two bands.” 


If it be proper to give thanks for our national advantages and tem- 
poxal bleſſings, how much more for our religious privileges and ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings? For what nation is there fo great which hath God fo 
nigh unto it, as the Lord our God is unto us in all things that we call 
upon him for? Or what nation is there ſo great, which hath ſtatutes 
and judgments ſo righteous, laws ſo perfect, doQtrines ſo ſpiritual, 
promiſes ſo precious, a goſpel ſo pure, miniſters ſo faithful, in one 
word, privileges ſo valuable, as thoſe which we poſſeſs ? 


Surely our lines are drawn, and our lot is caſt in a fair place, and 
the Lord our God has given us a goodly heritage. How multiplied 
are our opportunities for ſpiritual improvement ? how evangelical are 
our inſtructions ? how ſolemn are our ordinances? We are “ a choſen 
generation, a royal prieſtTood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that 
we ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who hath called us out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light.” We are as a vineyard on a fruitful 
hill, which the Lord himſelf has planted, cultivated, defended, enriched 
and beautified ; and he might challenge us, as he did Iſrael of old. 
& What could I have done more to my vineyard that I have not done 
in it?? How juſtly might a ſtranger, on beholding the glory of our- 
fituation, as it reſpetts religion, take up the parable of Balaam. Ho] 
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goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Iſarel! As the 


valleys are they ſpread forth, as gardens by the rivers' ſide, as the trees 
of line aloes which the Lord hath planted. He hath not beheld in- 
iquity in Jacob, neither hath he ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael: the Lord 
his God is with him, and the ſhout of a king is in the midſt of them!” 
And how juſtly might we reply, in the language of St. Paul, «Bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt !” 


Theſe are general bleſſings, which at all times demand our praiſes; 
and were we to enjoy them in filence, the ſtones in the ſtreets might lift 
up their voice and cry out againſt us. But we have ſpecial deliver- 
ances and particular mercies to be thankful for, the mention of which 
will not be leſs appropriate on this occaſion. 


Hitherto we have been exempted, honorably and happily exempted, 
from the horrors of an univerſal war; a war which has ſpread awful de- 
vaſtation round us, and deluged the world with its calamities. If ever 
there was a period, in which thoſe words of Jeſus Chriſt were awfully 
verified, ſurely it is the preſent. © Ye ſhall hear of wars and rumors 
Nation ſhall riſe up againſt nation, and kingdom againſt 
kingdom——And there ſhall be ſigns in the ſun, and in the moon, and 
in the ſtars; and upon the earth diſtreſs of nations with perplexity ; 
the ſea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and 


wars 


for looking after thoſe things which are coming upon the earth !” 
et while the earth has been drenched in blood, and while we 


ourſelves have carried war abroad, we have lived in peace at home. 
| No 


1 


No ruffian bands have plundered our houſes; nor have our wives 
and daughters been violated in our preſence——There has been no 
maſſacre among ou prieſts; nor have ou altars been ſtained with 
blood. Amidſt the general concuſſion of nations, we have ſtood un- 
moved, or have ſcarcely felt the ſhock. Like the land of Goſhen, ſur- 
rounded by the plagues of Egypt, no deſtroying angel has approached 
us; the weapons of war have not been permitted to hurt us. Like 
Moſes's buſh, which burnt with fire, and was not conſumed, we have 
ſeen the flames gathering round us, and ſcarcely a hair on our heads 
has been ſinged! 


Finally, we have victories to celebrate, and ſucceſſes to rejoice in; 
victories which are as uſeful as they were ſplendid; and ſucceſſes 
which have raiſed the public mind to the higheſt pitch of expectancy. 


| Shocked with the threats of a blaſphemous foe, whoſe avowed ob- 
ett was the extermination of all religion, like Hezekiah, we entered 
into the houſe of our Gov, and rehearſed, in the ears of IEHO VAR, 
the words of our enemies, who had blaſphemed his x ame, and reproach-. 
ed his people: and, like Hezekiah, our tears were ſoon dried up, and 
the voice of mourning changed ſor that of joy and triumph. Scarcely 
had we returned from the ſolemn temple, where we had lately wept and 
ſupplicated, when we were recalled into it again, to offer up our praiſes 
and thankſgivings for the ſignal anſwers which had been given to our 
prayers. | 
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Ever ſince that auſpicious period, the clouds which had gathered 

round us, and thickened o'er our heads, have been gradually diſperſed ; 

our proſpets have grown brighter and brighter; and victory has fol- 

lowed victory, in ſuch quick ſucceſſion, that we have ſcarcely had lei- 

ſure to contemplate the advantages of doe, before we vere 2 up- 
on to celebrate another. a 


& Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto chy name give glory, 
for thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake. Wherefore ſhould the heathen 
ſay, Where is now their God? Our God is in the heavens: he 
hath done whatſoever he pleaſed —— The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 


the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. 


The Lord on high is mightier than the noiſe of many weters, yea than 
Why do the heathen rage, and the 
He that fitteth in the heavens ſhall 
He ſhall ſpeak unto 
He ſhall 
break them with a rod of iron; he ſhall daſh them in pieces like a 


the mighty waves of the ſea- 


people imagine a vain thing ? 
laugh: the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion 


them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure 


potter's veſſel. Be wiſe now, therefore, O ye kings; be inſtrutted, ye 
judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. 


This brings us to the sEcO ND part of the ſubjeR, in which I am to 
ſhew, That joy mixed with fear is that proper temper, which, in all 
circumſtances, it becomes us to cultivate, and which is at all times moſt | 
acceptable to God. 


When 


. 


When 1 fay fear, I do not mean that puſillanimoùs fear of man; whith 
tamely ſubmits to the unreaſonable demands of a proud and imperious 
enemy; for, in this reſpect, what have WE to fear? We have heard 
indeed the threats of our enemies; but we have ſeen that they were vain 
words; like the threats of Rabſhakeh, 'whom his maſter ſent to re- 
proach the living God; and like the threats of Goliah, who defied the 
armies of Nrael. gay ye not, A confederacy, to all'them to whom this 
people ſhall ſay, A confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear, nor be a- 
fraid. Sanctiſy the Lord of hoſts himſelf; and let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread.” -<« And he ſhall be for a ſanftuary.” 


The temper recommended in the text wy 4 be compriſed i in the fol- 
lowing particulars. 


Fixsr, humility and moderation, in all our victories and ſucceſſes. 
When we reflect on the perilous circumſtances, from which we have ſo 
lately eſcaped, and on the imminent dangers with which we were lately 
ſurrounded, we can look on our deliverance as little leſs than miracu- 
lous. It is ſuch an interpoſition of Divine Providence in our favor; 
ſuch a diſplay of God's power on our behalf; ſuch an inſtance of his 
love towards us; and ſuch a manifeſtation of his care over us, as can 
not fail to aſtoniſh ourſelves, and as, I am perſuaded, muſt make ſome 
impreſſion on the minds of our enemies: nor can I help adducing, as 
applicable to our preſent ſituation, thoſe words which the pſalmiſt puts 
into the lips of the Jews, who had returned from the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity. «When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 


like them that dream, Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and 
our 


1 


— N ge gre. = — 
— ̃ ——-—-— 


— — 


| 

1 
bt 
Sh 
bi 
U 


r 


= — . 


e 
— 
— 


—— —U— — — 


— 
. _— |. — 2 


FTE 
* 


E 7. 2. as <1 OS, 
„„ 42 


("WJ 


our tongue with ſinging : then ſaid they among the heathen, the Lord 
hath done great things for them. The Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad.” 


Becauſe we have obtained theſe deliverances, and. received theſe 
mercies, ſhall we, therefore, exalt ourſelves ? Shall we imitate the con- 
duct of Jeſhurun ? and ſhall it be ſaid of us, as it was ſaid of him, Thou 
art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatneſs; then 
he forſook God which made him, and lightly eſteemed the rock of his 
ſalvation? God forbid. Rather let the conſideration of ſuch un- 
merited goodneſs proſtrate us in the duſt, and penetrate us with ſuch 
a ſenſe of our unworthinefs, as ſhall melt us into the tears of a graci- 
ous repentance ;. for ſurely there is a cauſe. It is not for our worthi- 
nels, or for the uprightneſs of our hearts, that the Lord hath wrought 
this deliverances for us; for we are a finful nation, a people laden 
with iniquity, who daily provoke him to anger by a thouſand tranſ- 
greſſions; but it is for the wickedneſs of thoſe nations who have caſt 
off the fear of Hi, and who have impiouſly denied His truth, that he 
permits us to prevail over them. Neither, I apprehend, is it for the 
ſake of the nation at large, that we {till continue to enjoy ſo many ad- 
vantages: It is rather for the ſake of a remnant that is in the nation; 
a remnant upon whom God hath ſet his love; a remnant who honor 
him, and whom he will honor; a remnant whom he hath choſen, and 
in whom he will perform his promiſed mercy. For “ the remnant 
of Jacob ſhall be in the midſt of many people as a dew from the Lord, 
as the ſhowers upon the graſs, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth 
for the ſons of men.” Ves: the Lord has a remnant in the nation, who, 


like 
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like Moſes, ſtand in the gap, and like the prieſts of the Lord, cry be- 
tween the porch and the altar, * Lord, ſpare thy people.” Their i inter- 
ceſſions have prevailed, and The Lord has given a banner to them 
that fear him, that it may be ditplayed becauſe of the truth. Let the f 

conſideration humble our pride, and moderate our joy. * * 


SECONDLY. This expreſſion, „ Rejoice with trembling,” ſeems to 
ſuggeſt the propriety and neceſſity of diligence and aQtivity, in all the 
meaſures which we adopt. I have already intimated, that a puſillan- 
imous dread of our enemies conſtitutes no part of this fear. But dili- 
gence and activity are requiſite, both in order to ſecure the advantages 
we havealready obtained, and alſo to purſue thoſe advantages for the 
final accompliſhment of the great obje& we all have in View, uni. 
verſal, laudable, and laſting peace. The fatal ſecurity of Hannibal, who, 
after the famous battle which he fought at Cannæ, inſtead of puſhing 
his conqueſts, and-leading his victorious army immediately to the gates 
of Rome, retired back to Capua, where he ſpent the winter with his 
ſoldiers in luxury and exceſs, ſtands recorded in hiſtory, as a laſting 
monument of the folly and danger of neglefting to avail ourſelves of 
preſent advantages. As, on the other hand, the condutt of Gideon, 
who, with three hundred men, after the army of the Midianites and 
Amalekites was totally routed, purſued after their enemies, FAINT AND 
WEARY, affords an example worthy our imitation, and points out that 
line of conduct ws ſhould purſue. * And Gideon came to Jordan, 
and paſſed over, he and, the three hundred men that were with him 


«FAINT, YET PURSUING,” 
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NM would be ſuperfluous ſor me to remind you of t 
fervor; 
they are | , ver at work. Were they once to 
obſerve us r ey would not neglett to\avall 


erate into carnal ſe 


commanded to « wort out our ſalvation with fear and trembling 
To give all diligence to make our calling and election ſure, by ad- 
ding unto faith virtue: and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godlineſs ; 
and to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs charity. 
For if ye do theſe things,” ſays the apoſtle, © ye ſhall never fall; for 
ſo an entrance ſhall be adminiſtred unto you abundantly into the ever: 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jeſus Chriſt But he that 
lacketh theſe things is blind, and cannot ſee afar off,” And the apoſtle 
of the Gentiles ſets before the Corinthians the awful example of thoſe 
Iſraelites, who fell in the wilderneſs; and draws this inference for their 
admonition, . et him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.” 


\ 
I thall apply the obſervation in one inſtance more. NG the nation 


was agitated with the fears and horrors of a foreign invaſion; and when 
the +07 089 was almoſt broken by loud murmurs and diſcontents 
nt in our ſupplications——our cries pierced 
the ears of the Lord of hoſts, * came 


8 . | V \ 


at home, ve were fer 
the heavens, and entered i 


, — 
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tions, and N to une our ral ülh the objes of our wi 
be finally accompliſhed. 


TryikDty. The peculier temper incultated in theſe words, “Re- 
Joice with trembling,” is that reverence of God, as the ſupreme cover- 
vox of the world, which ſtands oppoſed to infidelity in every ſhape ; 
which regulates every part of our conduct; and which teaches us to 
regard the awful events which at this time convulſe the world, not as 
the ordinary effects of a blind chance, but as the righteous judgments 
of God, who has a controverſy with the nations, and who is viſiting 
their offences with a rod. | 


KN 
* It is the 


| Jr is * who 
can command it to return into the ſcabbard. Shall there 
a Gity, d the not done it i make peace, and 
ſe things. ——Be not afraid of them that 
er th have no more that they can do. ban 


rd who ordains peace, and it is he who praclaims war. 
$ to the deſtructive weapon, . Go forth;” and he alone 
evil in 
create 
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will forewarn you whom ye ſhall fear: Fear him, which after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into hell; yea, I ſay unto you, Fear him.” 
\ \ 

If we examine the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that fear, in the Old Teſ- 
tament, is equivalent to faith in the New. To « ſerve the Lord with 
fear,” is, therefore, to believe in him as a God that ought to be feared ; 
and to „ rejoite with trembling,” is to truſt in him, as a God that keep- 
eth mercy for thouſands to them that love him and keep his command- 


ments; and to ſtand in awe of him, as a jealous God, that viſits the 


fins of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate him. 


When influenced by the principles of ſuch a fear, we ſhall not de- 
pend too much on martial arrangements, or military exertions ; we 
ſhall not rely on our arms or our policy, as the ſtrength of the nation; 
we ſhall not « put our truſt in chariots, nor in horſes.” We ſhall ra- 
ther ſay, with the pſalmiſt, There is no king ſaved by the multitude 
Ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” It 
was in this holy temper that Moſes led forth the tribes of Iſrael from 


a mighty man is not delivered by much ſtrength 


their camps. * Riſe up, Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcattered ; and 
let all them that hate thee flee before thee.” And it was under the in- 
fluence of the ſame principle that David approached to meet Goliah of 
Gath. Thou comeſt to me with a ſword and with a ſpear, and with 
a ſhield : but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hoſts, the God 
of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied: 


May 


(. OJ 


May our armies never want 3 our commanders 
never want ſoldiers, who ſhall go forth, when occaſion requires their 
ſervices, to meet THE1K enemiey, in the ſame ſpirit ip which the pious 
ſon of Jeſſe met the champion of the Philiſtines. | C 


I ſhall conclude the ſubjett with a ſew words to you, the 6ENTLE- 
MEN of the corpſes whom I have now the honor of addreſſing. 


I have not been accuſtomed to ſpeak to men in arms; nor to men in 
military habits: and I might be juſtly ſuppoſed to be over-awed by your 
preſence, did I not conſider myſelf as in the preſence of oxz, under 
whoſe banner I myſelf have enliſted, and of whom I profeſs myſelf a 
ſoldier CnrisT Jxsus, the carTAiN of my ſalvation, the carTaiN 
of your ſalvation——under whoſe auſpices we muſt all fight, if we be at 
length victorious——whoſle dazzling glory ſhall ſoon eclipſe all human 
ſplendor——and at whoſe footſtool you mult all ſhortly lay down your 


arms! 


Gladly would I conſider your martial appearance in the houſe of 
God to day, not only as a token of your readineſs to defend your xix 
and your COUNTRY from the invaſion of a hoſtile foe, not only as 
a pledge of your attachment to the consTITUT1ON of your country, 


and to the Laws of your conſtitution, which you are reſolved to pro- 
tect againſt the fierce attacks of a lawleſs banditti;——but as a proof 


of your zeal in the cauſe of that religion, which is of more importance 
to you, than the deareſt worldly intereſts you have at ſtake, ——whoſe 


privileges are the peculiar glory of the ExGLIsH NATION, and whoſe 
F advantages 


(1h; 

will forewarn you whom ye ſhall fear : Fear him, which after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into hell; yea, I ſay unto you, Fear him.” 
| \ \ | 

If we examine the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that fear, in the Old Tef- 
tament, is equivalent to faith in the New. To «ſerve the Lord with 
fear,” is, therefore, to believe in him as a God that ought to be feared ; 
and to & rejoſte with trembling,” is to truſt in him, as a God that keep- 


eth mercy for thouſands to them that love him and keep his command- 


ments; and to ſtand in awe of him, as a jealous God, that viſits the 


fins of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate him. 


When influenced by the principles of ſuch a fear, we ſhall not de- 
pend too much on martial arrangements, or military exertions ; we 
ſhall not rely on our arms or our policy, as the ſtrength of the nation ; 
we ſhall not ! put our truſt in chariots, nor in horſes.” We ſhall ra- 
ther ſay, with the pſalmiſt, . There is no king ſaved by the multitude 
of an hoſt——a mighty man is not delivered by much ſtrength ——Ex- 
cept the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” It 
was in this holy temper that Moſes led forth the tribes of Iſrael from 
their camps. Riſe up, Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcattered ; and 
let all them that hate thee flee before thee.” And it was under the in- 
fluence of the ſame principle that David approached to meet Goliah of 
Gath. „Thou comeſt to me with a ſword and with a ſpear, and with 
a ſhield : but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hoſts, the God 
of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied: 


May - 
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May our armies never want b our commanders 
never want ſoldiers, who ſhall go forth, when occaſion requires their 
ſervices, to meet THEIR enemiey, in the ſame ſpirit i ig which the _ 
ſon of Jeſſe met the champion of the Philiſtines. 


I ſhall conclude the ſubjett with a few words to You, the ozurLs- 
MEN of the corpſes whom I have now the honor of addreſſing. 


I have not been accuſtomed to ſpeak to men in arms; nor to men in 
military habits: and I might be juſtly ſuppoſed to be over-awed by your 
preſence, did I not conſider myſelf as in the preſence of one, under 
whoſe banner I myſelf have enliſted, and of whom I profeſs myſelf a 
foldier——Cnrxr1sT JEs8Us, the cArTAIN of my ſalvation, the carTAin 
of your ſalvation——under whoſe auſpices we muſt all fight, if we be at 
length vitorious——whoſe dazzling glory ſhall ſoon eclipſe all human 
and at whoſe footſtool you muſt all ſhortly lay down your 


ſplendor 


arms! 


Gladly would I confider your martial appearance in the houſe of 
God to day, not only as a token of your readineſs to defend your x1n& 
and your COUNTRY from the invaſion of a hoſtile foe,——not only as 
a pledge of your attachment to the consT1TUT10N of your country, 
and to the Laws of your conſtitution, which you are reſolved to pro- 
tect againſt the fierce attacks of a lawleſs banditti;——but as a proof 


of your zeal in the cauſe of that religion, which is of more importance 
to you, than the deareſt worldly intereſts you have at ſtake, ——whoſe 


privileges are the peculiar glory of the ExncLiisx NATION, and whoſe 
+ advantages 
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advantages are infinitely more valuable, and ought to be dearer to every 


one of you, than all your other poſſeſſions; — dearer than your pro- 
perty,—dearer than your friends,. dearer than your wives and 
children, — dearer than your own lives. 


Do not forget that you have embarked in this cauſe. Recolle& 
that this is the very idea which attaches to this ſolemn occaſion, and 
that no other conſtruction can be put upon your preſent appearance 
in God's houſe. Your uſual appearance in the ſtreets, and on the 
ground where you perform your martial exerciſes, is a ſufficient intima- 


tion of your purpoſe to defend your x1NnG, and your COUNTRY 
your ſolemn march to the houſe of the LoR D, and your preſenting 
yourſelves before him in his temple, are a public declaration, on your 
part, in the preſence of his miniſters, and in the face of this congrega- 
tion, That you will fight for your Gop, as well as for your KING; and 
for your RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES, as well as for your c1VIL LIBER- 


TIES. 


As, therefore, you have volunteered in this cauſe, proceed with firm- 
neſs and vigor, remembering the words of the Loxp JESUS, “No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God,” Go——and let the reſolution of the pſalmiſt be the 
language of your hearts, “I will go in the ſtrength of the Lox D GOD; 
I will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only.” Go 
and may the God of Aſa and Jehoſhaphat, the God of David and 
Hezekiah, the God of the armies of Iſrael, go with you, and bleſs you! 


And, if ever you ſhould be called into actual ſervice, ——which may 
Heaven 
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Heaven avert !-——1 ſay, ſhould you ever be called into actual ſervice, 
may the banner of the Sox or Gop, the enſign of the sTEM or IEssE, 
be diſplayed in the midſt of you; and may nis enemies and yYouR en- 
emies, the enemies of your God and the enemies of your country, flee 
before you. Amen. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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